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I have ha3d.led one or two specimens from the ltlansoor

colleetion of limestone figurines from fe1l E1 Amarna that

were stated. to be typical of the eollectlon,looked' at the

surfaceg with a nagnifier but have made no laboratory

examination : I have been shown a number of scientlfic
reporte, su-mnarles of these in a revi-ew by Prof essor c'0'

Hutton, stanford. unlverslty, california as well as photo-

grapb.s ta.ken in da,y light, u.v. and I.R. i1}:-nainatlon and'

after studyiag these I have read Dr. Stss i':e Anal-ytical

Chealetry, !6artb 1950.

lfly first lmpression of the great interest attachir:g

to these sleclmens remains. That the collection has been

considered to be rrtoo good to be t:rren by sone is wrder-

standable for tlr.e specinens submitted to me showed' nwearrl

(d.egradation) hrt very litt1e act*al deterioration after

3.000ye.88;theywerea-llverYclean;therewaslittle
flermg€ of such a nature, as to impa-lr ttreir value as art

or h.istorlc obJeets, finely chieelled. noseg chins etc.

having su1'rrived. where thick necks had be en brokenl and' a

curious fregkrness of line at tractec attentlon, nad'e by the



2

'

scdptorts point, ratrich rernained rather whitish ln the
textured and eo,l oured limestone. rn regard. to the laboratory
reports subnitted. it rna;i're srrffl.cient io ste.te that r find
the publislred. acco,:.r:t of Dr. st8ss entirel-y convincing a.nd

to my mind it is not essentia-r to carry any laboratcry
enqrrlry as to genuineness further, tire case havir:g been
nrnply prove.d 

t o
fnterest l-les rather in trgtng/-'1y1de:'stana and explain

the dlscrepancies in tb.e reports. Granted. that the concluslons
j-n certain instances are lncon:atible r find on studying the
observations upon whlch d6dr:ctlons have been made that these
are not necessaril,.y incogpatibLe. Thus, r have a st:ong
imFression that the objects seen by me had never been exposed.
to weathering in the norma] sense, i.e. exposed. in the open.
r regard. ttre degraded surfaces of stone .as having arlsen
froo nat'.ga''l burlal in sharp sard. . A grlnding phenomenon

then operates through the years as is well-lnrown and ceJr

even result, ln extrene cases, inthe Loss of shape of senlEct
bone ard sometlmes in its --ntlre d.isappeararre ! The fine
tool lines refeme,f to above as "being whitishr were posslbly
ceked. over by a protective la,yer through the ages and the
general clean appeararce of aIl- speclmens suggests the wagh-
tub, probably with bnrshing that could easily resuLt in
ambiguity in the i.nterpretation ctr u.v. fluorescences.

h ay considered opinion it wou]-d be as serious a mietake
to underestlmate ttre importance of scientific lnvestigatlon
as to consid.er that a lack of r:nanimity in tlre conclusions



warrants ecisj.on agalnst' t?re

anti.quitie as I have analysed
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It is cause of this conviction that I an taking the

step of naking this gratuitor;s statement in
t after 20 years cf doubt it nay be a factor
confldence. , tM

Harold J. P1ende
Director


